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The Southern Hemisphere’s First Electric
Passenger Ferry
Gurit is proud to be involved in the production of
the Southern Hemisphere’s first fully electric, zero
emission commuter ferry.
The 19m passenger ferry is destined to operate in
the Wellington, New Zealand harbour carrying up
to 130 passengers on each trip during peak hours.
The vessel will operate at 20knots service speed,
performing three back-to-back 25 minute runs with
short sip charges at one end of the commute before
a longer recharge is required on off peak times.
Energy and maintenance costs are the largest costs for
a commercial ferry over its lifespan so it made sense
for designers, SSC Marine (https://sscmarine.com)

and Gurit Composite Engineering to select carbon
fibre sandwich panels for the construction. Preliminary
design work showed that light weight carbon
construction was the enabling technology that helped
minimise vessel dead weight and therefore energy
consumption. This has a direct impact on battery size
and weight and the time needed for recharge.
The vessel will be built using Gurit’s Hi-Panel system
(https://www.gurit.com/Our-Business/CompositeMaterials/Other/Hi-Panel) of pre-infused CNC cut flat
panels. This construction method minimises tooling
and labour costs in building a one off composite vessel.
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Foiling Week Awards
Gurit was proud to sponsor The Foiling Week Awards
2018 in February. The awards took place in Milan
where leading sailors, designers and builders were
recognised for their contributions to all things foiling.
Gurit Composite Engineering’s Principal Engineer,
Paolo Manganelli, was on hand at the event to
present the award for Production Foiling Boat of the
Year to Manta Moth (https://www.facebook.com/
MantaMoth/) as well as to present the award for OneOff Foiling Boat to Monofoil Gonet (https://www.
facebook.com/MonofoilGonet/).

Moving into 2019, The Foiling Week organisers have
introduced a Multi-Purpose eFoiler Design Challenge.
A design competition aimed at professional naval
architects, engineers and amateur designers willing to
create a revolutionary electric hydrofoil concept.
Gurit is again supporting the industry, supplying
participating teams with Gurit® Corecell™ M foam
to assist the teams create a light weight vessel that
minimises energy consumption for the electric motors
specified in the design brief.
We look forward to following the teams’ progress and
congratulating the winner at the Foiling Week Garda
2019 event later in the year.
For more information on the foiling awards,
categories, nominations and winners, go to: https://
www.foilingweek.com/pages/season-2018/fwawards-2018/. And for more information on the MultiPurpose eFoiler Design Challenge, click here: https://
www.foilingweek.com/pages/twenty19/fw-designcompetitions/multi-purpose-efoiler/

Melges IC37
Production of the Melges IC37 (https://www.melgesic37class.com/) is continuing successfully following the delivery
of the first 3 boats in March at Newport, Rhode Island. Fibre Mechanics are now moulding their 13th hull which is
being produced utilising Gurit’s Ampreg™ 30 epoxy alongside Corecell™ M-foam.
Fibre Mechanics are having great success with the Ampreg™ 30 (https://www.gurit.com/Our-Business/CompositeMaterials/Liquids/Laminating) resin and Corecell™ M (https://www.gurit.com/Our-Business/Composite-Materials/
Structural-Core-Materials/Gurit-Corecell-M), with Adrian Gillitt, Fibre Mechanics’ (http://www.fibremechanics.com/)
Projects Director and Co-Owner reporting “the combination of Gurit’s resins and M-foam cores has been a real
success, allowing us to produce hulls with excellent consistency in quality as well as having dependable uniformity
characteristics which have been crucial in a one design yacht class.”
The boats are a Mark Mills design in association with Melges Performance Sailboats and have been designed as a
Corinthian class for the New York Yacht Club sailors to compete in.
Fibre Mechanics is set to build many more yachts as the class grows which should provide some exciting
competition in the years to come.
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At the Forefront of Health and Safety
Gurit’s Ampreg™ 30 low viscosity resin has been
recognised for its importance in improving health
and safety, winning the 2018 Composites UK
Industry Award, Innovation in Materials category.
Complementing the Ampreg™ 30 is the rest of
Gurit’s new laminating system, the Ampreg™ 3X
Series. The series is now available and comprises of
a single range of low toxicity, blend-able Ampreg™
3X hardeners that can be used in conjunction
with Ampreg™ 30 low viscosity resin, Ampreg™
31 drainage resistance resin and Ampreg™ 36
premium performance resin. Additional ancillary
products, including Thixotropic Pregel Resin, are
also available.

The system has been reformulated to prioritise
user health and safety through careful selection of
base chemicals. The series also comes equipped
with Light Reflective Technology (LRT) as standard
which serves as a risk monitoring feature for the
user and enables inspection of contamination by
means of UV light. Gurit® LRT is compatible with
a wide range of lamps safe for skin inspection, as
well as automated vision detection systems.
For more information: http://www.gurit.com/-/media/
Gurit/Attachments/Ampreg-3X-Series-flyer.pdf

Core Material Testing
Gurit composite engineers in New Zealand are
continuing their comprehensive static and dynamic
core testing on a range of core densities from Gurit’s
structural core materials. Testing has already been
undertaken on Gurit’s Kerdyn™ Green, Corecell™
and PVC foams and engineers are set to next study
the effect of thermoforming on the cores dynamic
energy absorption.

vessels longevity and measuring a cores ability to
absorb energy is crucial in achieving this. This is
particularly so for long distance competitions such
as the Ocean Race where sailors compete over
great distances and outside help is often a long
way away.

Testing is being undertaken at Gurit APAC’s
accredited lab and at the University of Auckland
Centre for Advanced Composite Materials.

Thanks to this testing Gurit engineers have an
excellent understanding of how the structural
cores will behave under pressure and are able to
recommend the perfect core and density for the
projects requirement.

The testing is proving vital for the marine industry
where high performance boats are trying to
minimise weight without compromising the

For more information on Gurit’s testing capabilities:
https://www.gurit.com/-/media/Gurit/Datasheets/
Gurit-Testing-Capabilities.pdf
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Recent Project Launches
For an overview of recent marine projects which we have been pleased to support with composite engineering,
composite materials or both, please click here
...and currently on our Engineering Team’s desks:
n

New “HUGO BOSS” IMOCA60 for Alex Thomson designed by VPLP and built at Carrington Boats

n

100’ high performance cruiser designed by Reichel/Pugh, Nauta and built at Southern Wind Ship Yard

n

Performance Foiling Catamaran designed by VPLP and built by Magma Composites

n

Oceanwings Wing Sail designed by VPLP

n

New IMOCA60, “DMG60” for skipper Kojiro Shiraishi, designed by VPLP and built by Multiplast in
Vannes, FR

n

Baltic 146 Blue Water Cruiser, designed by Judel/Vrolijk & co and built by Baltic Yachts

About Gurit (Marine)
Having made its name in the high-end race boat market over 30 years ago, Gurit now supplies the full spectrum
of marine projects worldwide. Production boats focusing on manufacturing efficiencies, superyachts with
unique design features, commercial and military vessels requiring robust yet low weight construction, as
well as current race yacht programmes looking for cutting edge performance, are all benefiting from Gurit’s
complete composite solution.

Upcoming Events
Philmarine

18-20 June 2019

Manila, Philippines

METS TRADE

19-21 November 2019

Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Gurit Marine
Regional Sales & Customer Support contacts
Asia / Pacific				Tel				E-mail
Sales: Sean Jeffery
Regional Marine Sector Lead - APAC		

+64 9 414 1597			

sean.jeffery@gurit.com

Customer Support:				+64 9 415 6262			nzcustomerservice@gurit.com

Europe, Middle East & Africa
Sales: Philip Aikenhead 			

+ 44 (0) 7896 586598		

philip.aikenhead@gurit.com

+49 (0) 162 2434 968		

piet.heydorn@gurit.com

+44 (0) 7739 610760		

rudy.jurg@gurit.com

+33 (0) 7856 08266		

yannick.lemorvan@gurit.com

UK and Scandinavia
Sales: Piet Heydorn 				
Germany and Eastern Europe and Spain
Sales: Rudy Jurg 				
UAE, Netherlands, Italy, S.A
Sales: Yannick LeMorvan			
France, Portugal and North Africa
Customer Support:				+44 (0)1983 828000		uk-customer.support@gurit.com

North / South Americas
Sales: Jean-Pierre Mouligne
North American Marine Market Leader		

+1 401 862 4686		

jean-pierre.mouligne@gurit.com

Customer Support:				+1 401 396 5008		laura.carreiro@gurit.com

Follow us on: Facebook | Twitter | Linkedin
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