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Gurit congratulates Frers Naval Architecture and Persico Marine on the launch of 

the new Frers 60 

 

Frers Naval Architecture & Engineering have added a new design to their list of 60 

foot daysailers: Spectre, the first boat of the new Frers 60’ daysailer/racer series 

has just hit the water at the end of July in La Spezia/Italy. Gurit congratulates 

Frers, Persico Marine as builders, and James Stagg as global project manager on 

the successful launch of this stunning boat which features Gurit engineering and 

a broad selection of Gurit composite materials.  

 

Zürich/Switzerland and Newport/UK, August 7,  2014. “Spectre”, the first build of the new 

Frers 60 foot daysailer/racer series has just hit the waters at the end of July in La Spezia 

(Italy). With its large, open and almost empty cockpit, a 4.80m cross beam and a water 

line of 17.1m which almost reaches its overall 60 foot length, this racy-looking boat will 

bring day sailing to new dimensions. The boat was designed by Frers Naval Architecture 

and Engineering, Milano/Italy, and was built by Persico Marine of Nembro/Italy, while 

James Stagg coordinated the whole project.  

 

Gurit Engineering and … 

Gurit’s structural engineering team worked closely with the naval architects at Frers to 

design an efficient, lightweight and stiff platform. Various studies, including Finite 

Elements Analysis, were carried out during the engineering process of the boat. The 

goal was to optimise the laminate layups and the core densities and thicknesses to 

achieve the specified weight target set by Frers. Gurit engineers also worked with the 

Persico Marine specialists, discussing structural concepts and finalising the details of the 

design. Paolo Dassi, project engineer at Gurit Engineered Structures comments: “It has 

been a genuine pleasure to work with such a knowledgeable team on this exciting 

project. The open minded approach of the architects at Frers, and the “will do” attitude of 

the builders and project managers at Persico Marine made this high-tech project 

possible.” 

 

Gurit materials package 

Gurit’s very lightweight woven carbon fibre SPRINT™ materials were used in the inner 

most plies in some areas of deck, hull and internal structures to achieve an aggressive 

and shiny carbon look finish. Gurit’s SE 84LV prepreg system was chosen for all 

unidirectional carbon plies, and has been widely used in the hull laminates, bulkheads 

and for some of the internal structures. Because the boat will be used for day sailing and 

racing, Gurit® Corecell™ M grade structural foam was chosen for the slamming area, 

while deck, bulkheads and remainder of the hull feature honeycomb cores. The high 

elongation at failure makes Gurit
®
 Corecell™

 
M a perfect material for areas exposed to 

slamming and dynamic loading. This core material is highly thermo-formable and 

compatible with Gurit’s prepreg and SPRINT™ processing temperatures. Gurit’s epoxy 

based Spabond 340LV was used throughout the boat as structural adhesive due to its 

high strength and ease of application. The mast was manufactured at Future Fibres in 

Spain, also using Gurit materials. 
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Sign-up for email alerts is available at  

http://investors.gurit.com/news-alert-subscription.aspx  

 

On Gurit: The companies of Gurit Holding AG, Wattwil/Switzerland, (SIX Swiss Exchange: GUR) 

are specialised in the development and manufacture of advanced composite materials, tooling 

systems, structural engineering solutions, and select finished parts. The comprehensive product 

range comprises epoxy and phenolic prepregs, SPRINT™, Gurit® structural cores (Corecell™, 

PVC, G-PET™ and Balsaflex™), epoxy Ampreg and PRIME™ laminating systems, Spabond 

adhesives, and other related products. Gurit is uniquely positioned to serve global growth markets, 

and has production sites and offices in Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Hungary, the UK, Spain, 

Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the USA, Ecuador, Brazil, India and China. 
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