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Gurit reinforces its long-standing commitment to High Per-
formance Yacht Design Conference 
 

Auckland, New Zealand, February 23, 2015 – Gurit (SIX Swiss Exchange: 

GUR), a worldwide leading developer and manufacturer of advanced com-

posites and technologies, is delighted to announce sponsorship of the 

High Performance Yacht Design Conference to be held in Auckland, New 

Zealand, at the Viaduct Marine Events Centre,  from March 9 to 11, 2015. 

  

During the Volvo Ocean Race stopover, the world’s top design talent is congre-

gating at the fifth High Performance Yacht Design (HPYD) international confer-

ence in Auckland. Organized by the New Zealand chapter of The Royal Institute 

of Naval Architects (RINA) and the University of Auckland, the world leading con-

ference will cover all topics relating to high performance power and sailing yachts 

and will host an international group of scientists, designers and academics.  

 

Gurit has been associated with HPYD since its inception and is very proud to 

reinforce its involvement by a gold sponsorship in 2015. The company`s connec-

tion and history with HPYD has seen a multitude and depth of boating- and ma-

rine-passionate Gurit presenters and contributors as well as participants in the 

organizing committee and the technical review panel over the years. 

 

The company brings a wealth of experience and knowledge to this event. Cur-

rently, the company`s New Zealand engineers are both members of RINA and 

active yachtsmen. Dr Raphael Gerard, one of Gurit’s Auckland-based Design 

Engineers, will give a presentation on improved fatigue test methods for foam 

cores and how to better characterize their long-term behavior in shell structures 

subjected to high stress at a large number cycles on March 10, 2015, at 09:30 

am. 

 

Dr Paolo Manganelli, one of Gurit’s Europe-based Senior Design Engineers will 

present the challenges and opportunities when fitting the Volvo Ocean Fleet with 

a set of load measuring devices on March 10, 2015, at 04.30 pm. This ground 

breaking project, on which Gurit has worked closely with the Yacht’s builder 

Green Marine, will provide an un-paralleled level of insight into frequency and 

magnitude of the loads these high performance boats experience when under 

sail. 

 

The high performance yacht industry was one of the early adaptors of advanced 

composite construction and was a proving ground for many of the materials, pro-

cesses and analytical methods used in the composite industry today. The indus-

try requires incredibly light weight and efficient structures that are also exposed to 

http://www.volvooceanrace.com/en/home.html
http://www.hpyd.org.nz/


 

 

extremely high loads and need to perform on the world’s toughest oceans. Based 

on its heritage of more than 35 years of leadership in the marine market, Gurit 

has successfully transferred this experience into a variety of composite materials, 

engineering, tooling, parts and systems. 

 

Gurit is the Official Composite Materials Supplier of the Volvo Ocean Race 

2014/2015, for the repair and maintenance of the VOR 65 fleet. 

 
About Gurit:  
The companies of Gurit Holding AG, Wattwil/Switzerland, (SIX Swiss Exchange: GUR) 
are specialized on the development and manufacture of advanced composite materials, 
related technologies and select finished parts and components. The comprehensive 
product range comprises fiber reinforced prepregs, structural core products (man-made 
materials and balsa wood), gel coats, adhesives, resins and consumables. Gurit supplies 
global growth markets with composite materials on the one hand and composite tooling 
equipment, structural engineering and select finished parts on the other. The global 
Group has production sites and offices in Switzerland, Germany, Hungary Italy, Spain, the 
UK, Canada, the USA, Brazil, Ecuador, Australia, New Zealand, India and China. For 
more information, please visit www.gurit.com or sign-up for email alerts at 
http://investors.gurit.com/news-alert-subscription.aspx 
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Forward-looking statements: 
To the extent that this announcement contains forward-looking statements, such statements are based on 
assumptions, planning and forecasts at the time of publication of this announcement. Forward-looking 
statements always involve uncertainties. Business and economic risks and developments, the conduct of 
competitors, political decisions and other factors may cause the actual results to be materially different from the 
assumptions, planning and forecasts at the time of publication of this announcement. Therefore, Gurit Holding 
AG does not assume any responsibility relating to forward-looking statements contained in this announcement. 
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